ES

-~

35 o - Y & DEVELOPMENT

¥r. Bobert G. Beita
Research Deparinent

The Dow Chemiesl Compeny
Post Office Bax 351
Pittsburg,

Dear Mr. intls

been mads to conclwde the research work im which you have been
concerned sinee 1948. This agtion is in accord with our policy of
fostering private participation to the greatest extent pessible in
all phases of the uranimm indwstry. I sure that the individuals
in your organization who have been involved in this work, with the
background they have aequired over the past mine yesrs, are well
fitted to continue the work wmder private industry sponsorship for
the benefit of the uranium industry.

A revies of the work done in your labaratory in connection with
this contract under the leadership of Pr. Bailes reveals that this
group has participsted in the sclutiom of substantially all of the
major resesrch undertakings of the Division of Raw Katerials.
Several outstanding contributions deserve special comment.

The application of anion exchange resins to the racovery of uranium
from lecaching liquers was a major breakthrough in matallurgy during
the early years of the Commission's program. The part which The
Dow Chemical Company played in this development in cooperatiocn with
other active organisations was most commendable.

The recognition of the usefulness of solvents for extracting uranium
from ccnmercial phosphorie acid, the test work to demonstrate a
process, and the assistance rendered in the commercial applications
of the process were certainly outstanding contribution. by the
sclentists in your group and reflect much credit to The [ow Chemical

Company.

Your lsboratory was the first to recognize the utility of long chain
alkylphosphates for recovering uranium from the leach liquors of ore
processing mills. Your staff proceeded to develop the technology of
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processes which today are fiading sucevssful application in the
uranium industry. This sccomplisiment is recognised as an impartant
coatribation to the metallurgy and the economies of wraniwm recovery
from ores,

The more recent work of this growp of investigating certain new
ideas for elimimating process steps between ore treatment and refined
uwraniue products has poimnted the way to further potential savings.

These outstanding results of your work, together with many other
important contributions in other phases of the project, attest to
the wisdom of selection of your company for research work and
demonstrate the value of your contract $o the Commission and to the
ursniun industry. Flease acoept my sincers eompliments for a good
job, well done,

I take this oppertunity of wishing you suecess in your future
asctivities in this field and assure you of our desire to cooperate

with you,
Very sincerely yours,
Jesse C. Johnson
Direcator
Pivision of Raw Materials
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